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The alminum framework in the window suggests a
shoji paper sliding screen. The floor and walls are
covered in Towada stone, known for its distinctively
Japanese sense of softness. Translucent material in
the bathtub glows like an old-fashioned paper
lantern while indirect lighting casts a blush of warmth
on the celling. The location is a room at the newly
remodeled Chikusenso Mt. Zao Onsen Resort & Spa.
reopened in spring 2010. Hashimoto Yukio, the
project’s interior designer, recalls being struck
powerfully by the Japanese view of nature when he
saw this bathtub for the first time. Inspired by its form
and texture - neutral but futuristic, with an organic
softness - he let his imagination run from there in
designing the rest of the guest room.The curved lines
of the bathtub and the sharp lines of the window.
White light and red light. Even amid the tension
drawn from such beautiful contrasts the space
suggests a natural Japanese landscape ready to
gently cradle one in a moment of relaxation.
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The hotel's forerunner, the Chikusenso hot springs inn
located in Zao National Park, boasted some of the
most expansive grounds in the 400-year history of the
Togatta Onsen hot springs area. Hashimoto says that
in approaching the renovation he was committed to
creating a Japanese-style space. In seeking to
attract guests from overseas, he felt it was critical to
use the hot springs to convey Japanese culture, to
target the intemational through the domestic.For this
reason, he emphasized not only the communal bath
but also the private baths in individual guest reoms.
The private baths come in a wide variety of shyles. In
addition to the illuminated bath seen on the
previous page, Hashimoto also designed original
Japanes que bathtubs made of lacquer, hinoki
cedar, and ceramics. Guest room layouts are also
designed to show off their baths. In this way, an
old-fashioned hot springs inn with a proud tradition
has desucof-ylilatipsoh ,wen a sa nrober neebresort
hotel.
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